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President’s Column...

Happy New Year! My name is Timothy Gronseth and | be-
came the new president of Portillo Ridge HOA in Novem-
ber 2025. Green Valley has been my winter home for the
past 9 years. | have owned my residence in Portillo Ridge
since 2020. Each fall, I look forward to returning to Green
Valley to spend time with many good friends and new ac-
guaintances; enjoy the immense number and quality of
social events; and, appreciate every day's great weather,
sunrises, sunsets and spectacular views. During my Arizo-
na winters, | have had the great pleasure of hosting many
friends and family — who all remark about what a fun
place Green Valley is to vacation.

| grew up on a livestock and grain farm in northeastern
South Dakota — the second of 4 boys. My father was also
an insurance agent and my mother was a substitute
school teacher and taught piano lessons. My career was
in hospital administration as the Vice President/Chief Fi-
nancial Officer for 35 years in the Midwest — working with
great leadership teams.

(continued . . .)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Timothy Gronseth
Vice President: Bernie Hill
Secretary: Marianne Fields
Treasurer: Gary Cook
Member-at-Large: Tom O’Rourke

2026 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Architectural Review: Tom O’Rourke
Audit: Mike Lewis

Common Area Maintenance:
Jim Chisholm & Tim Gronseth

Firewise: Joe Fields

Food Bank: TBD

Neighborhood Watch: Wil Smith
Nominating and Elections: Wil Smith
Social: TBD

GVC REPRESENTATIVE

Primary: Tom O’Rourke
Alternate: TBD

WEBMASTER
TBD

Dream Catcher Mgmt. Co.

Marge Garneau
(520) 216-0773

prhoa.mgmt@gmail.com




President’s Column (... continued)

When | volunteered to go on the HOA Board,
| was very concerned about our future.
Board turnover with extensive vacancies;
guestions and rumor-mongering challenging
our routine common area maintenance
cleaning practices and Firewise fire preven-
tion measures; and, long-tenured committee
members' resignations all fueled my own and
many other members' concern about our
HOA's future.

It was in October 2025 when | returned for
the winter that | decided it was time to put
my name in for Board consideration. At that
same time, Marianne Fields, a retired educa-
tor and librarian, chose to do the same, as-
suming the duties of HOA Secretary — her
attention to detail and ability to organize are
exceptional.

In March 2025, Thomas O'Rourke had gra-
ciously volunteered to go on the HOA board
and now serves as Member-at-Large and Ar-
chitectural Review Committee chairperson.
Tom is an excellent board member and is do-
ing a great job transitioning to ARC Chair
from Glen Barnes, who has done an excep-
tional job.

Late October 2025, Krisan Osterby and Steve
Cripps both resigned their positions. | thank
Krisan for her time serving as Vice President
and Acting President, and Steve for his years
serving as Treasurer.

In early November, Bernie Hill joined the
HOA board as Vice President and Gary Cook
as Treasurer. Bernie and Gary are especially
welcome additions to the BOD given Bernie's
previous experience as our HOA Board Presi-
dent and Treasurer, and Gary's previous ex-
perience performing many of our year-end
financial reviews, and each have long time
residency experience living in Portillo Ridge.

The BOD positions held by Tom and Mari-
anne were both up for election this year.
Tom and Marianne both agreed to run for
the 3-year terms, and both were elected at
our Annual Meeting on January 23, 2026.
Thank you, Tom and Marianne, for the stabil-
ity and continuity you are providing to the
BOD.

Thank you, also, to all of the residents who
attended our Annual Meeting, listened to
our guest speaker, and enjoyed the sand-
wiches and conversations. Your ideas and
involvement are much appreciated.

As your TEAM, we look forward to working
together for the betterment of life and en-
joyment for our 144 member families who
proudly call Portillo Ridge their home.

Timothy Gronseth
HOA President

TIME TO DELIVER SOME BAD NEWS. ..

Some of the mailboxes in our neighborhood are beginning to look a bit shabby.

" Please take a moment to look at your mailbox and post, as well as your post light

Lé and post, and if these items are faded or rusty, please take the time to paint them.

Per Article 3.3 of our Architectural & Design Rules, all mailboxes, mailbox posts,
and post light posts are to be painted black, and high-heat gloss black paint is

recommended because of its durability. Post light fixtures are to be painted in a

complementary color to the house.




Firewise Committee

The Firewise Committee has had a busy
year. The March committee meeting in-
volved representatives from adjoining
HOAs, Pima County, CERT, Arizona Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire, Freeport McMo-
Ran and KGUN TV. This was a good meeting
to expose the entire area to the Firewise
program and get involvement from local
and county governments.

Ten Firewise inspections were conducted
and all resulted in significant work in miti-
gation reduction. Cooperation was extend-
ed to 5 Green Valley HOAs to help establish
a Firewise Program. Two have been suc-
cessful.

Several meetings with our property owners
and the Common Area Maintenance Com-
mittee involved the application of Firewise
standards to both the common areas and
to private lands. Some concerns were ex-
pressed over the reduction of vegetation,
but following lengthy discussions, virtually
all issues were resolved.

This year saw the addition of two new mem-
bers to the Firewise committee, those being
John Worland and Shaun Crawley, replacing
Tim Gronseth, who became our HOA Presi-
dent, and Mike Millikin, who moved from
our HOA.

Once again, our HOA has successfully sub-
mitted an application for a Healthy Forests
Grant. This grant application requests up to
$70,000 over a three-year period and will
supplement existing planned work in both
common areas and private lands. This is the
second effort for a grant and with the limited
funding this year, we may not have any
better success than last, but did submit the
application.

(A copy of a letter of support from the Santa
Rita Fire District, which was submitted with
our grant application, is included at the end
of this issue of the newsletter.)

Joe Fields
Firewise Chairperson

~

over this assignment.

Website Manager

After more than a decade as our HOA webmaster, Jim Chisholm “retired” at
the beginning of 2025; however, he stepped back into the role in December
and worked to bring our website current. He is looking for someone to take

If you have experience working with websites, or are interested in learning, please contact Jim
at jchizHOA @gmail.com to offer your services. Although basic computer knowledge is need-
ed, our website management is not a difficult task. Jim himself had no website management
experience when he took on the role, but simply followed instructions given to him by a previ-
ous HOA webmaster. Jim will be happy to provide guidance to a new volunteer.
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Neighborhood Watch

Happy New Year Everyone! | hope all is off to a
good start in 2026.

So far our area is doing well. According to the
Sheriff’s Auxiliary Volunteers (SAV) and Sa-
huarita Police Department, no major incidents
have been reported in the last three months.

The only incidents have been the usual porch
pirate activity. Unfortunately, every subdivision
is subject to that activity, and the pirates are
becoming more bold each year. Now they are
following delivery trucks on their routes and
taking packages off of porches as soon as the
delivery person leaves them. In several in-
stances, the thief actually met the delivery
person as they walked back out to their truck.

There are only two ways to combat this type of
activity. First, for those of you who have door-
bell cameras, learn how to retrieve the pic-
tures and send them to the proper authorities.
Second and most important is You! If you see
something, say something. Do not hesitate to
pick up your phone and call someone.

Many of our residents are “snowbirds” which
means that quite often their homes sit vacant
for long periods of time with no one watching
them. If you see suspicious activity around a
home that you know is vacant, call 911. If you
see a truck that has a company logo or tele-
phone number at a vacant residence, call that
company to confirm that it is a legitimate ser-
vice call. | know it sounds silly, but | am sure
that your neighbors will appreciate it.

Wil Smith
Neighborhood Watch Chairperson

Portillo Ridge HOA
Food Drive Report

Our HOA has supported our local Community
Food Bank for 23 years with a “Spring” and a
“Fall” Food Drive. This Food Bank serves
Green Valley and Amado residents.

Our 2025 HOA Spring & Fall Food Drive dona-
tions totaled 1,004 Ibs. of food and $4,107.00
in monetary donations, including gift cards.

| am retiring as Portillo Ridge HOA Food Drive
Chairperson. | hope our HOA will continue to
donate to our local Food Bank. | hope some-
one will take over our HOA Spring & Fall Food
Drives. | am willing to help anyone to do this.

If you are cleaning out your pantry, please do-
nate to our local Community Food Bank at
250 Continental Road in Green Valley. A re-
ceipt can be provided for a possible AZ State
Tax deduction. Food can be donated up to 1
year past the “best by” date.

We have a very special HOA. Thank you for
supporting our local residents who need our
help—maybe this year more than ever.

Sandy Churchill
Retiring Food Bank Chairperson




Common Area Maintenance

Tim Gronseth joined me on the Common Area
Maintenance Committee in 2025 with the
hope of taking the lead on future projects,
while | pivot to an assistant role. However,
since he accepted an HOA director’s term and
the office of President, | will continue to do the
bulk of the work while Tim continues to learn
his new responsibilities.

The clean-up work on our common area on
Novilunio, west of del Portillo, is nearing com-
pletion. We have only the far-western section
to be done. This section includes a riparian ar-
ea, which requires special treatment. Tim and
|, along with our professional landscapers, con-
tinue to work with Pima County, Firewise per-
sonnel, and other local authorities to make
sure our work is done to recognized standards.

Future annual and periodic clean-ups of the
common areas throughout our HOA will con-
tinue, as needed.

Jim Chisholm
Common Area Maintenance Co-Chairperson

- Animals!

Secure your trash cans and don’t put them
out until the morning of collection day. If
javelinas get into your trash, you are re-
sponsible for ALL clean-up, including trash
that ends up in your neighbors’ yards.

Thank you!

For more than two decades, Sandy
Churchill has spear-headed our food
drive for the GV Community Food Bank.
She and her committee, some long-time
and others more recent volunteers, drive
our HOA’s streets collecting food and
monetary donations on the designated
collection day. The literal heavy work is
when all the food is delivered and un-
loaded at the food bank. The staff are al-
ways delighted to see the smiling Sandy
coming with the generous donations
from Portillo Ridge and know it is largely
due to her seemingly tireless efforts.

However, there comes a time when even
the most stalwart of workers must pass
the baton. Sandy has announced her res-
ignation as the chair of this group, so we
are looking for a volunteer to head up
this event. Sandy will guide this person
through the steps of conducting the
drive, and it may be that her committee
members will continue to help with the
collection. If you are willing to answer
the call, please contact Sandy directly or
any board member.

Marianne Fields
HOA Secretary



Architectural Review Committee

The Architectural Review Committee had a
somewhat different year in 2025, with two
changes in leadership and several changes
in membership. Although we started the
year with eight members and are currently
at seven, the turnover was actually greater
as we saw three members leave, two new
members join, and two members leave on-
ly to return several months later. In partic-
ular, I'd like to acknowledge the many con-
tributions of two long-serving members,
Dave Churchill and Jim Chisholm, and to
say thank you to Alan Wray and our new
Chairman, Tom O’Rourke, for joining. Dave
and Jim served the HOA in several different
capacities, including President, Vice Presi-
dent, ARC Chair and Common Area Mainte-
nance Chair among them, for over twenty
years and for over ten years respectively.
Thanks also to Krisan Osterby for her ser-
vice on the ARC.

In addition, the year saw a change-over
from reliance on email to conduct most
committee business to a reliance on Pay
HOA, which was problematic and eventual-
ly abandoned.

The year 2025 was consistent with past
years in that we approved the vast majority
of requests, and in most cases in a timely
fashion. Twenty-five requests were sub-
mitted, twenty-one were approved, one was
rejected, one was withdrawn, and two oth-
ers were withdrawn but later resubmitted
and approved. Although timeliness was not
quite as good as recent years, we’re confi-
dent that with a return to familiar proce-
dures, we’ll be able to meet our former rap-
id turn-around for 85+ percent of requests.

As mentioned above, our ARC Chairman is
Tom O’Rourke, but because he has only
been on the committee a short time, we felt
that I, as Assistant Chair, having written the
last four of these ‘year-in-review’ summar-
ies, should do so again. Also this gives me
the opportunity to say thank you to Tom,
Dave, Jim, Alan, and all the other committee
members as well as to you, the homeown-
ers, for making Portillo Ridge a great place
to live.
Glen Barnes
Assistant ARC Chairperson

Thank You, New BOD Members!

A sincere THANK YOU to our current Board of Directors: Tim Gronseth, Bernie Hill, Gary Cook,
Marianne Fields and Tom O’Rourke.

In a first for our HOA, the year 2025 saw 100% turnover on our BOD, and each of the above indi-
viduals stepped up to fill a vacancy left by a prior member who stepped down before the end of
his or her term.

Our new board members all care deeply about our HOA and are willing and eager to work with
each other, and with our residents, to provide everyone with a well-functioning HOA . . . and
they’re off to a great start!

Please congratulate them when you see them, and offer your assistance whenever and however
you can. We are all part of this wonderful community and have an obligation to contribute to its
success.




Holiday Party

Our Portillo Ridge HOA Holiday Party was
held on December 12th at the West Center
and a great time was had by all!

Approximately 60 homeowners, both new
and seasoned, had a wonderful gathering,
connecting and re-connecting. Our neigh-
bors did an outstanding job of sharing their
yummy and delicious heavy appetizers for
all to enjoy.

It was a bring-your-own-drink event, which
worked out well. A free raffle ticket was
provided to each attendee and 12 winners
took home one of the poinsettias provided
by our HOA. We also had a fantastic cake,
coffee, centerpieces and more.

Our new HOA president, Tim Gronseth, did
a great job of Master of Ceremonies. |
would also like to give a special shout-out to
those who shared their time and efforts:
Sandy Churchill, Susan Eggen, Joan Fisher,
Bernie Hill and Maddie Twist for all of their
wonderful help in coordinating our event.
PLUS it was FUN to do!

We look forward to future social events;
HOWEVER, we need a few "new to the par-
ty" helpers to make this happen and ensure
a lively, fun and informative neighborhood
for all of us to enjoy!

Please reach out to me with your ideas and
to volunteer - ellen.kelley@cox.net

Ellen Kelley
2025 Holiday Party Chairperson
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Holiday Decorations

For the past four years, the residents on
the Placita Apartada cul-de-sac  have
worked to add a bit of holiday cheer to our
Portillo Ridge entrance monuments. This
year, Maddie Twist and Connie Wray
joined the “old-timers” Joe & Marianne
Fields, Judith LeClair, Matt & Connie
McLynn, Mike Millikin, and Terry & Cheryl
Palmer in stringing lights, putting up trees
and candy canes, and extending JOY, HOPE,
and exhortations to BELIEVE in the magic of
the season.

Now the decorations have been removed
and tucked away in newly organized and
roughly labeled bins in the HOA’s storage
shed for another year.

This congenial group has yet to schedule
their usual post-activity potluck but will
definitely do so again this year. One couple
from past years was sorely missed and will
be absent from this social event. George &
Nancy Cossette have not been able to come
out due to health issues but are hoping to
be able to join us in the sunshine soon.
Long-time resident, Mike Millikin, has
moved but still joined in decorating with the
crew; and we hope that Maddie, Connie,
and their hubbies, along with the new cou-
ple on our street, the Walkers, will join us
for the good food and fellowship. Who
knows, maybe they want to make this an
annual event.

Marianne Fields
Holiday Decorating Committee Chairperson

hianl Vo)

Nancy Cook stepped down as our Social Committee chairperson when she resigned her BOD position

the beginning of 2025. During her tenure as our Events coordinator, she offered our residents a nice

selection of fun social options, including afternoons of cards and games, the July 4th potluck, an art

lesson led by another of our residents, a holiday dessert get-together, and our annual holiday party in

December. Thank you, Nancy, for your contributions to the BOD and our events!

As noted elsewhere in the newsletter, several of our residents organized a holiday potluck for 2025.

We would like to encourage more residents to get involved in planning our social events.




2025 New Neighbors

Lot 79 - David F. Gerrard
Lot 28 - Thomas & Yolanda Stahl
Lot 46 - Kelvin & Gina Vartti
Lot 143 - John & Liane Worland
Lot 111 - Mike & Mary Owlsley
Lot 75 - John & Maddie McPherson
Lot 70 - Mark & Lisa Bryan
Lot 69 - Shaun & Anne Crawley
Lot 27 - G. Gail Gesell
Lot 127 - Donald & Linda Walker

We’re Happy to Have You Join Us!

THANK YOU to our “Welcoming” team of CJ Rhinehart

and Nancy Cook.

Caring & Sharing

A big THANK YOU to
Judith LeClair for her
years of service as our
Caring & Sharing rep-

resentative.

We are seeking a vol-

unteer who is willing

to send get well and
sympathy cards to our
friends and neighbors,
as needed. Please con-
tact any BOD member
to offer your services.

“No act of kind-
ness, no matter
how small, is ever
wasted.”

- Aesop
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The Ridgerunner

Please note that the Ridgerunner is your avenue for sharing news
and events that may affect or be of interest to our neighborhood.

Your newsletter is produced by Lynn Chisholm,
and published on an as-needed basis,

as determined by the Board of Directors.
Please submit any news items to Lynn at

JLChisholm881@gmail.com



Santa Rita Fire District

1285 West Camino Encanto

Green Valley, Arizona 85622-8222
520/625.9400

www.srfdaz. gov

Chuck Wunder, Fire Chief

January 7, 2026

Department of Forestry and Fire Management
Attention: Grants

1100 West Washington Street Suite #500
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Subject: Healthy Forest Grants Letter of Support

On behalf of the Santa Rita Fire District, | am honored to provide this letter of support for
the Portillo Ridge Homeowner's Association and their application for the 2026 Healthy
Forest Grant from the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management [DFFM).

The Portillo Ridge HOA has established itself as a leader in wildfire risk reduction within
our community. As one of only eight certified Firewise Homeowner's Associations in Green
Valley, they exemplify the proactive, collaborative approach necessary to safeguard
residents and property from the growing threat of wildfire. Their commitment began with
a comprehensive wildfire risk assessment through the Firewise Program, which identified
key areas for mitigation. Since then, the HOA has taken decisive action to reduce hazardous
fuels, encourage property maintenance in line with Firewise standards, and engage
residents in ongoing education and preparedness.

This grant will allow the Portillo Ridge HOA te expand its mitigation efforts, further
reducing fire risk and strengthening community resilience. Their leadership sets a
powerful example for other neighborhoods, demonstrating how organized, resident-driven
initiatives can make a measurable difference in wildfire safety.

The Santa Rita Fire District strongly supports this application and urges your full
consideration. Please don't hesitate to contact me should you require additional
information.

Respectfully,

Fire Chief
Santa Rita Fire District




